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E.O. 11652: 


TAGS: SENV, PQ,PN 

SUBJECT: MEETING ON DEFORESTATION IN THE CANAL AREA 

1. ON JUNE 1 AMBASSADOR POPPER, INTERIOR ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY HERBST AND THEIR STAFFS MET IN ARMY ASSISTANT SEC. 
BLUMENEELD'S OFEICE TO DISCUSS THE PROBLEM OF DEFORESTATION 
IN THE CANAL ZONE AREA. 

2. MR. BLUMENFELD AND COL. CRITTENDEN REPORTED ON THEIR 
MAY 16 INSPECTION OE SLASH- AND-BURN DAMAGE IN THE ZONE AND 
ESTIMATED THAT 7-8 PERCENT OE THE ZONE AREA HAS BEEN 
DEFORESTED. THEY PUT THE NUMBER OE SQUATTER FAMILIES IN 
THE ZONE AT 85 UNLICENSED AND 17 LICENSED WEST OF THE CANAL 
AND 32 ILLEGAL AND 20 LEGAL FAMILIES ON THE EAST SIDE. 

(ARMY WILL TRY TO GET MORE DEFINITIVE FIGURES.) AMBASSADOR 
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POPPER NOTED THE POLITICAL PROBLEM THROUGHOUT LATIN 
AMERICA OF TRYING TO REMOVE SQUATTERS. MR. HERBST NOTED 
THE RECENT VISIT OE THE INTERIOR TEAM AND INQUIRED ABOUT 
THE EFFECTS OF DEFORESTATION ON WILDLIFE AND SILTATION. 

3. WE DESCRIBED THE AID WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PROJECT AND 
ITS STATUS, BUT CAUTIONED THAT ITS IMPACT WOULD BE LONG-TERM 
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AND THAT IT WAS UNREALISTIC TO EXPECT IT WOULD BRING RELIEF 
TO THE DEFORESTATION PROBLEM IN THE SHORT RUN. 

4. MR. BLUMENFELD STATED THAT THE CANAL COMPANY IS IN THE 
PROCESS OF DEVELOPING A PLAN OF ACTION FOR REMOVING THE 
SQUATTERS AND PREVENTING FURTHER DEFORESTATION. THIS 
WOULD BE CARRIED OUT WITH PANAMANIAN ASSISTANCE AND HAS 
INVOLVED SOME DISCUSSIONS WITH PANAMANIAN REPRESENTIVES. 

5. WE NOTED EVIDENCE OF GROWING PANAMANIAN CONCERN ABOUT 
DEFORESTATION AND DISTRIBUTED COPIES OF THE EMBASSY'S 

A-40 AND THE PART OF TAYLOR'S LETTER OF MAY 23 CONCERNING 
AN ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE. WE ASKED THAT THE EMBASSY BE 
KEPT INFORMED OF THE PLAN OF ACTION AS IT DEVELOPS, IN 
VIEW OF THE NEED TO SECURE HIGH-LEVEL GOP SUPPORT EOR 
THIS OPERATION. THE GROUP AGREED TO MEET ONCE THE PLAN 
HAS BEEN EORMULATED IN ORDER TO REVIEW IT; ACTION 
RESPONSIBILITY OF COURSE, WOULD NECESSARILY REMAIN IN 
PANAMA. 

6. THE DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING THE 
EMBASSY'S VIEWS ON THE DESIRABILITY OF INCLUDING SOME 
REFERENCE TO PRESERVATION OE THE CANAL WATERSHED'S 
ENVIRONMENT IN THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS DURING HIS VISIT, 

AS WELL AS THE CHANCES THAT THE PANAMANIANS WOULD BE 
AMENABLE TO MAKING SOME SIMILAR REFERENCE. VANCE 
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